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From the President
Julie Neal

2011-2012 Iowa Reading Association President
I would like to take this time to thank everyone for their help with the Iowa Reading Conference.
Everyone helped make the conference run smoothly for the first time at the Scheman Building. Over
600 people attended this year’s conference and we want to make next year’s conference even better!
We need members to spread the word of our new conference date, encourage more people to submit
proposals to speak at one of the sessions, and volunteer time to help out again next summer.
We need to start thinking of ways to get our organization growing again. How do we get new members? What can we do as an
organization that would help you as a teacher? If you have any ideas to help us help you as an organization, please email me with
your ideas at:
jneal@jefferson-scranton.k12.ia.us
Have a great summer!
Read for enjoyment, read for educational growth, read for spiritual growth.
Julie Neal
President of the Iowa Reading Association

2012 Conference: Summer Vacation:
Destination Literacy
Tony Pieper

2012 Conference Chair
Plans Underway
for 2012 Annual Conference
By Tony Pieper, 2012 Conference Chair
Plans are currently underway for the 2012 Iowa Reading Association/ESEA Title 1
Annual Conference “Summer Vacation: Destination Literacy!” For the second year in
a row, the conference will be held at the Iowa State Center: Scheman Building on the
beautiful Iowa State University Campus in Ames. This change in venue from recent years,
along with a revamped format, revitalized our conference, as was reflected by the over
600 people in attendance. Congratulations are in order for 2011 conference chair Julie
Neal and a team of Iowa Reading Association officers and volunteers who worked behind
the scenes to make this year’s conference such a success!

Building on this year’s success, the Iowa Reading Association is planning something new for next year. Come and experience the
Iowa Reading Association’s first summer conference! The conference will be held on Tuesday, June 26 and Wednesday, June
27, 2012 immediately following the Iowa Reading Association’s Summer Leadership Workshop on Monday, June 26. Enjoy
learning from nationally prominent speakers, meeting published authors, gathering strategies from experienced instructors, earning
graduate/renewal credit, and shopping exciting exhibitors without the hassles of attending a conference during the school year.
In anticipation of an even larger attendance than this year, the 2012 conference will be expanded to two floors of the Scheman
Building. This will provide more rooms with increased capacity for concurrent and keynote sessions. It will also allow for more
exhibitors to be in attendance with less crowding. And as always, there will be plenty of free and convenient parking.
It is with great excitement that I announce several keynote speakers that have already been confirmed for the 2012 conference.
Author Richard Peck is an American novelist known for his prolific contributions to
modern young adult literature. Peck began his career as a high school teacher, but was
transferred to a junior high school to teach English. After a while, he decided to cut
his career short and write. He left teaching in 1971 to write his first novel, Don't Look
and It Won't Hurt. He has written a book each year since then, totaling 39 books in 39
years. Although Peck finds a way to connect to readers around the world, he refuses
to embrace new technology. He still types his material on a typewriter. His novel A
Long Way from Chicago was awarded the Newbery Honor in 1999 and its sequel, A
Year Down Under, won the Newbery Medal in 2001. His most recent novel, Three
Quarters Dead, was published in 2010.
Dr. Judith Youngers is the Director of Reading/ LA/ ELL/ ESL/ Dual Language Learning for the Dinah
Zike Academy, an institute for the training of educators in three-dimensional interactive graphic
organizers, dynamic and efficient classroom organization and effective teaching practices across age-grade
levels and content areas. For the past five years she has worked alongside Dinah Zike, the developer of
Foldables and VKVs (Visual Kinesthetic Vocabulary), brain compatible, paper 3D interactive
manipulatives. Dr. Youngers’s doctorate/ educational experience is in
linguistics and reading-language arts, with student work spanning pre-k through
college. She regularly facilitates ELL-ESL and early childhood/ literacy
workshops involving Foldables at the Dinah Zike Academy and conducts
professional development nationwide.
Dr. Jerry Johns is a Distinguished Teaching Professor Emeritus at Northern Illinois University. He
maintains an active schedule of writing and professional presentations throughout the world. Dr Johns
has authored over ten books on reading assessment, strategies for effective learning, and fluency
including Basic Reading Inventory: Pre-Primer through Grade Twelve and Early Literacy Assessments, now in its 10th edition.
His other notable accomplishments include serving as President of the International Reading Association from 2002-2003 and the
College Reading Association from 1988-1989.

Judy Brunner is an author, consultant and co-founder of EDU-SAFE and Instructional Solutions
Group. Ms. Brunner was in public and private education for 28 years as a reading and special education
teacher, elementary, middle, and high school principal. In addition to her duties in K-12 education, Ms.
Brunner is a faculty member at Missouri State University in the Department of Reading, Foundations,
and Technology. She is a regular presenter at national and state conferences on the topics of reading,
differentiated instruction, school safety, and the prevention of bullying behaviors.

Stay tuned for more authors and speakers to be added to the bill in the
months to come. Mark your calendars now. This event promises to be as
relaxing as it is informative and will be one vacation destination you won’t want to miss!

Summer Leadership
Deb Mortensen
State Coordinator
We all love mail, right? Whether it be snail mail or e-mail, we all love knowing that someone on the
other end is thinking about us. Imagine receiving the following letter “Dear Hansel and Gretel, it was
a pleasure having you visit my home. I hope to see you “sweet things” again very soon. The Witch”.
Or how about this one, “Dear Goldilocks, Attached you will find a bill for repairing my chair. Why
did you have to break my favorite one? From, Baby Bear.” Perhaps this one strikes your fancy—
“Dear Red Riding Hood, Just wanted to write and tell you how tasty your grandmother was. Can I have the recipe? The Wolf.
P.S. I didn’t get a chance to try the goodies you brought along, maybe we could get together again sometime!”
Any way you look at it, we all love mail. Very soon invitations will be sent to local and state officers and committee chairs.
This invitation will be to attend Leadership Workshop, June 13-14 in Ames, IA. There will be no cost to you and one car per
council will be reimbursed for mileage. The theme this year for our Leadership Workshop is “Summer Vacation: Destination
Literacy”. This is the theme for next year’s first ever summer conference, also to be held in Ames.
As coordinator of this event, I have the privilege of inviting guests, organizing the activities and providing meals and hotel
rooms for those in attendance. Registration begins at 12:00 on June 13 with the Leadership workshop to begin at 1:00. That
evening, we will host a cocktail party/ dinner and you will have time for council planning.
On June 14, we will begin with breakfast followed by various committee chairs sharing information and time to fill out
vouchers to receive a Local Council grant. This grant is given to all councils that have 2 or more in attendance. Our morning
activities should conclude around 11:30.
We all love mail, right? I can’t send an invitation to you and your council if I don’t know who your local council officers are.
Please remember to send them in electronically to the International Reading Association (www.reading .org) and send the
President’s name, address and e-mail to me as soon as possible so you can get something in the mail (dndmort@evertek.net). It
should read something like this “Dear Iowa Reading Association Leader, We are excited for you to attend Leadership
Workshop. Come Enjoy “Summer Vacation: Destination Literacy” June 13-14, 2011 at the Gateway Center, Ames, IA. I hope
you can attend! Deb Mortensen, State Coordinator

Zone E Replacement
Rebecca Pashek to Complete Term
By Candance Booth
Nominations Committee Chair
Zone Director E Lori Vicker will be moving out of Zone E so asked the Board
to accept Rebecca Pashek to be her replacement in completing a term that ends in 2012. The Board approved the replacement.
Becky resides in Van Meter but is currently the teacher librarian at Walnut Hills Elementary in the Waukee School
District. Becky's past positions include 3rd grade, 4th grade, computer lab, and teacher librarian at Eason Elementary and
Waukee Elementary in the Waukee School District. Becky earned her master’s degree at Viterbo University and has taught a
literature class through the AEA for Drake University
.
Becky has a husband Kenneth, four children, and seven grandchildren. Her hobbies include reading, snow skiing, and
gardening.
Becky has been actively involved with Dallas County Reading Council, serving on the writing contest committee. When
asked why she chose to take the position she responded, "I have gained so much from Iowa Reading Association professionally
and personally that I have decided that it is time to give back." Welcome to the Board, Becky.
The Board expresses thanks to Lori Vicker for serving as Zone Director and sharing her expertise.

The Board expresses thanks to Lori Vicker for serving as Zone Director and sharing her expertise.

Homegrown Iowa Authors
Diane Bean
Member of Eastern Iowa Reading Council and Zone C Director
This month’s homegrown Iowa author is a person that taught next door to me for many
years. He was a Title I math teacher at Lambert Elementary in the West Delaware School District
in Manchester, IA. I always felt that one of the most interesting things about William Green was
the many jobs that he has had besides being an author. He has been a teacher, substitute teacher,
carpenter, custodian, farmer, retail store manager, factory worker, bus driver, and even the VP of a
small “start-up” company. He is a graduate of the University of Northern Iowa. He presently has
two books in print: Thank you, Mr. Brown and Merry Christmas and Summer at Izzie’s. He was
raised in the Lamont, Iowa, area which is the setting for both books. His faith in God, belief in the
goodness of people, and commitment to family and friends is what motivated him to write his
!

books.
In his first book, Thank you, Mr. Brown, and Merry Christmas, Nancy and Mr. Brown form an
everlasting bond at Lamont Elementary. Nancy shares some Christmas time memories and something
special that she learned from her teacher, Mr. Brown which even he wasn’t aware of.
In Summer at Izzie’s, Julie’s best friend moves away at the end of the school year. Julie decides to spend
much of the summer with her elderly friend, Izzie. Julie loves living on a small farm with few modern
conveniences and all of the chores, activities, and traditions that revolve around Izzie and her farm.
To learn more about William Green and his illustrator, David R. Prehm, go to
www.greenstreetgifts.com

Book Talk
Written by Dana Maier, St. Ambrose University student
Submitted by Deanna Stoube, Zone F director
Stein, D. (2010). Interrupting Chicken, Massachusetts: Candlewick Press

The little chicken in this story loves when her father reads her bedtime stories. The only problem is the little chicken keeps
interrupting her father. Instead of falling asleep to the stories her father reads, the little chicken is energetic and wide awake. The
beautiful paintings throughout the book portray this excitement in a very detailed manner. As her father reads story after story,
while the little chicken keeps interrupting, he begins to get awfully tired himself. When he finally runs out of stories to read, he
suggests little chicken to make up a story to tell to him. It doesn’t take long into her story until she hears her father snoring fast
asleep in her bed. The long night of bedtime stories has ended and the little chicken can now drift off to sleep herself.
This book would be a great fit for a bedtime story for younger children.
Children would get a laugh out of the behavior of the little chicken. In the
classroom, this book could be used as a launch to get students ready to write
their own stories. The students will see the creativity the little chicken has
shown in her story and will be inspired to generate their own ideas to make
their own. Not only is the storyline relatable to children, but they would be
fascinated by the illustrations from page to page. Interrupting Chicken earned
the Caldecott Honor Book Award which honors the work of this illustrator’s
creations. This book shows a new twist to bedtime stories that children could
enjoy over and over again.

News From The Executive Office
Clark Goltz
Iowa Reading Association Executive Director

Over 600 people members and non-members attended the Iowa Reading Association’s meeting in Ames on April 7 and 8. It was a
wonderful opportunity for professional development and for meeting with colleagues who share a common commitment to the
students and families of Iowa. We have reviewed the hundreds of follow-up evaluations which were received and heard positive
comments about the new convention site in Ames, the new format of keynote speakers and break away sessions, the free parking
and the “free” cookies and brownies! We had several schools send all or a majority of their teachers as part of the district’s
professional development plan.
We are making final preparations for the Summer Leadership Conference for council officers which be held in Ames on June 13
and June 14, 2011. This is a wonderful opportunity to step up and take a leadership role in your school and in your area of the
state. Contact your Zone Director or email Deb Mortensen, the Iowa Reading Association’s State Coordinator, for details at
dndmort@evertek.net. There are several ways that you can become involved in your state association from judging writing contests
to working as a legislative advocate.
It’s time to put on the “Father Goose” hat one more time for this final article for the newsletter. As you know, the story book
characters I portray often “come alive” in the classroom. I enjoy “editing” the Mother Goose nursery rhymes into a message for the
members of the Iowa Reading Association. Again, I apologize ahead of time to the “real” Mother Goose for the literary liberties.
According to the Internet, “Hey Diddle” can be found in the works of Shakespeare and was a “colloquialism used much in the same
vein as “hey nanny no”. The original title was “High Diddle” but has been changed over the years to the “Hey Diddle”. Enjoy!

Hey Diddle and Fiddle and Widdle
With Apologies to Mother Goose
Hey Diddle Diddle, and Fiddle and Widdle,
Were members working hard for a council.
The others members giggled and laughed out loud
Except for a member named Townsel.

Hey Diddle Diddle and Fiddle and Widdle
Looked for new officers for the year after this
And who came to the surface as one of their own
With Townsel they knew they’d find bliss.

Hey Diddle Diddle, and Fiddle and Widdle
Decided to give Townsel a chance
To be a part of their council’s work
And all Townsel could do was dance.

Hey Diddle Diddle and Fiddle and Widdle
Did just the right thing as you’ll see.
Townsel volunteered for the Presidency next
Instead of just being another draftee.

Hey Diddle Diddle and Fiddle and Widdle
Set up programs and speakers galore
And all of the time that the work was done
Some members just sat back like a boar.

So Hey Diddle Diddle and Fiddle and Widdle
Had another great year in their town
Because someone like Townsel stepped up and said
It’s my turn to take up the “crown”.

Hey Diddle Diddle and Fiddle and Widdle
Decided to ask Townsel for assistance
And Townsel worked hard every meeting that year
While others looked on from a distance.

Continuation of Clark's Article...
Like Hey Diddle Diddle and Fiddle and Widdle, take your turn as an officer or committee chairperson for your local
council or the Iowa Reading Association. It’s a great way to develop artifacts for your professional portfolio and give back to
your students, school and community. As you have probably heard, our next state-wide meeting will be held on June 26 and
June 27, 2012 in Ames. Check out our association’s website at www.iowareading.org for details and information. Fill out a
proposal to present with a colleague or a group of teachers from your school district. Please feel free to contact me at
563.380.1999 or at my office at P.O. Box 16, Ossian, Iowa, 52161, if you have any questions or need some information. The
Iowa Reading Association and its officers want to help you, your colleagues and your students in any way that we can! Have
a great summer and see you in the fall at your local council meeting.

Membership Rewards
Lynette Kruger
Director of Membership and Development
A big motivator in spending the money to join any organization is the reward we expect to receive.
Some of the rewards gained from membership to Iowa Reading and/or International Reading
Associations are not like the points or coupons earned for free magazines, traveling, or gifts we
might get from other groups. Rather, they are subtle, sometimes challenging self-motivated types of
rewards gained from digging into the information provided and feeling good about being a part of something we find helpful to
others.
Yes, this information can be gained through a variety of other avenues. And, yes, we do offer some dues incentives, small
monetary rewards, and gifts but that is not our main purpose. Our main purpose is to promote literacy awareness through all
walks of life and to support those most interested in the promotion of literacy. To succeed in this promotion we need members
who care about this awareness, are willing to support those ideas, and give a little bit financially and in volunteering time.
Deb Mortensen, Karla Brozynski, and I are on the Long Range Planning Committee to brainstorm ways our organization can
move forward and meet the needs of the younger generations as we encourage membership growth and professional
development. We have already made some significant changes in locating the Iowa Reading Conference in Ames and trying a
summer conference in 2012.
We continue to look for ideas and need YOUR help in making the Iowa and International Reading Associations useful and
rewarding for you and the students and families we serve. Please share your ideas so that we may continue to make our
organization as rewarding as you expect them to be.

Just For Me
By Barb Foss

Member of Jefferson/Van Buren Reading Council
I would like to recommend Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese as a great read for your leisure
time. The book started out telling a story about a young non-worldly nun many decades ago traveling from
India to Africa on an ill fated ship.
She saved the life of a seriously ill British surgeon, Dr. Stone, while on board. He was traveling from
India to Ethiopia to a "third world type" hospital and talked her into becoming his surgical assistant at the
same hospital. They lived within the compound and complimented each other perfectly in surgery, but had
little contact otherwise. She ended up having twin sons and Dr. Stone was so distressed about trying to deliver them that he
exits the story at this point.
As the fictional story progresses you learn something of life in Ethiopia, become very involved with the lives of the
characters at the hospital, and have a front seat to the boys' lives as they grow into adults. There is unrest in Ethiopia which
affects their lives. The progress throughout their lives mirrors the historical facts of Ethiopia's history to some extent.
Although, it was a little hard to get into, it was one of my all time favorites by the time I finished the book!

Iowa Reading Scholarship Winner
By Ed Starkenburg

Each year, the Iowa Reading Association awards a scholarship to an Iowa Reading Association
member who is either an undergraduate or graduate student enrolled in reading related courses. We are
pleased to announce our winner this year, Ann Marie Tessier, who currently teaches at Buchanan and
Lincoln Elementary Schools in Davenport, Iowa. She was awarded her scholarship at the Awards Banquet
during the annual Iowa Reading Association state conference in Ames April 7 and 8.
Ann Marie Tessier received her M.A. degree in Second Language Learning from the University of
Iowa in 1999. Before that, she had been studying at other colleges and received an Elementary Education
degree and a minor in linguistics. She is currently teaching at schools in Davenport, Iowa, but has also taught at other elementary
schools as well as some universities. Ann has been an active member of several boards. She also has been involved in after school
programs and summer school by helping the students with reading and math. In her area of expertise, English Language Learners,
she is very passionate about helping struggling readers become successful readers. Ann believes that reading is vitally important
for helping her students learn the English language. She wants to be able to learn about best practices in reading so that she can
positively impact her students’ learning.
Iowa Reading congratulates Ann! We invite her community and schools to celebrate this honor with her!

A Chat With Your Coordinator
By Deb Mortensen
State Coordinator
!

This will be the last article I write using “The Happiness Project” by Gretchen Rubin as my basis. Her website and
book provide so much insight into how to truly be happy in spite of stressful times in your professional and personal life.
This column will have to do with conducting a “pre-mortem”. When a person dies, examiners conduct a post-mortem (after
death) to determine the cause of death. In business, it’s common (though not common enough) to do a post-mortem, to
understand why an initiative did or did not succeed.
As State Coordinator of the Iowa Reading Association it is my duty to conduct a post –mortem on struggling councils.
The epitaph might read something like this:
Here lies the __________ council
It served its members well.
It shared speakers, contests and fellowship
And quite a story it could tell.
But no one would be officers
And no one took the lead
So this lonely reading council
Could not at all succeed.
(Date of Charter-2011)
Maybe before we have more ‘dying’ councils we should conduct a “pre-mortem”. What is a pre-mortem, you ask? Members of the council sit
down, think about what they want to happen in the coming council year and imagine that, no matter how hard you tried, your efforts failed. Then, as a
council, figure out what should be done differently to avoid an inevitable demise. I can see this working well. For some reason—the way our minds work
—we approach a challenge differently when we’re looking forward to it than when we imagine looking back on it. We can’t completely control success
(and we are all literacy volunteers), so it is a comfort to know that we’ve done everything that could be done. Even if you have to contact me and say “our
council is having difficulties” you will have no regrets. After hosting a “pre-mortem” you will be able to say there was not one more thing we could have
done. We did what we could.”
Perhaps you will want to host this pre-mortem at Leadership this year. We will have time for council planning and sharing amongst councils.
What could you do to make your council a stronger one? Remember that if officers are an issue you can co-chair roles. If programs are an issue for your
council, consider a book study. If you can’t get all officers to be International members, consider a fun-draiser to pay for their membership. If miles
between members is an issue, host your meetings in various locations to suit the needs of all members.
After the pre-mortem the epitaph might read (Oh, that’s right, you won’t need this now as you’ll be part of an active council—but here goes…)
Here lies the ____________ Council
They had a meeting to set goals.
The officers were revitalized
And the committee chairs knew their roles.
They had all their meetings set
And met new author and read books galore
They thought they might be dead by now
But this council has been restored!
(Date of charter)
I would be happy to help organize your “pre-mortem” if necessary. I look forward to seeing you (and all your officers) at Leadership June 13-14,
2011 in Ames!

Strategy Corner
Lori Vicker
Zone E Director
Member of Dallas County Reading Council, Boone-Story
Reading Council

Fantasy Fiction Narrative Writing
Fantasy Fiction is a story that may be compared to fairy tales, myths, and legends, with the key element involving some sort of magic. These can take
place in an imaginary medieval landscape (castles, dragons and knights), an everyday city, or any other place real or imagined. Through fantasy fiction,
readers are allowed to visit a world they never could have been able to otherwise. In all fantasy stories, the conflict is good versus evil, with the main
character setting out to conquer this evil.
You must:
Have content that is appropriate and not OVERYLY violent
Have at least three characters total
Have a conflict (problem) the main character is trying to solve “stop the evil character”
Have a :
Beginning: (Meet characters…learn about conflict/problem)
Middle: Events that happen while character tries to solve problem
End: How the conflict is solved (how main character defeats evil)
A great book to use for ideas to write about or as writing prompts is Chris Van Allsburg’s HARRIS BURDICK MYSTERIES. I encourage students to
use the picture caption as the title of their writing, AND include the caption somewhere in their story.
Some examples are:
UNDER THE RUG Two weeks passed and it happened again.
MR. LINDEN’S LIBRARY He had warned her about the book. Now it was too late.
ARCHIE SMITH, BOY WONDER A tiny voice asked: “Is he the one?”

State Terms End in 2012
By Candace Booth,

Nominating Committee Chair

Are you ready to step into a leadership role at the state level? You will discover a deep selffulfillment in working with other friendly literacy leaders. There will be several terms ending in 2012
so you have an opportunity to apply. Zone directors open will be Zone A, Zone E, and Zone F. Other
positions will be State Coordinator and Vice-President. For descriptions of responsibilities of these offices, check out our website
www.iowareading.org or ask your current zone director or contact Executive Director Clark Goltz. Nomination forms are due in
October

Teacher Tech Time
Jill Hansen
Middle School Language Arts & Computer Teacher
George - Little Rock Middle School
Let the Students do the Work!
Technology… We are all feeling the push to integrate more and more technology in our classrooms. If you are like me, the thought of
using technology can be a daunting one. Doesn’t it always seem like there is a new software program or form of technology being
introduced to us as the wonder tool that must be implemented in classrooms right away? As soon as we get used to using one new
program, the updated version comes out and throws us back into a state of panic. Or, the next new hot programs come out and replace
what we have just become comfortable in using. It may seem overwhelming at times, even for me, a self-proclaimed computer geek.
So, what do we do? We don’t want the kids to know that we don’t have all the answers. I mean, we are the teachers. We are supposed
to have the answers for everything, right? That’s not possible when it comes to computers. I let students know that there are plenty of
times when I am unsure of how to perform a function but that I know how to troubleshoot. Show students how to troubleshoot using
Microsoft Help or by inputting search terms into Google.
Inform students that programs are always changing. I show them the basics but explain that sometimes we learn best by exploring and
making mistakes. That’s how I’ve learned to keep up with new software. I have shared my own frustrations with my students over the
new and improved Microsoft Word 2010. I feel like I’m starting all over. Thank goodness for “Edit” and “Undo” options. Phew!
What I truly love about teaching a technology exploratory class is how excited students of all ages are about using technology. They are
attentive and hungry for more. I wish they would get this excited about my grammar lessons!
I enjoy using programs that enhance my instruction, but I want my students to learn how to use technology. Great, I can use computers,
but can my students? I like to stick with the basics, and my personal favorites: Microsoft Word, Publisher, PowerPoint, and
MovieMaker. I recommend these because students are more likely to encounter these programs outside of school. They are consistent
and reliable, and even when they are updated, the basic functions remain intact. Microsoft Word alone has dominated since its first
release in 1989. That’s serious staying power, especially in the world of computers!
Microsoft Word is a great tool for typing up papers, spell checking work, and identifying grammar errors, but it can do so much more!
By adding picture and drawing toolbars, students are able to change the properties of graphics to add flair to a paper or story. My
favorite project is having students turn their fractured fairy tales into children’s books using page breaks and graphic/drawing tools.
Students then share their works by reading them to elementary students.
Want to create flyers advertising the school play? Need invitations to invite parents to a presentation? Does creating a calendar with
important deadlines and reading goals sound appealing? How about having students create a poster advertising a book they have finished
as an alternative to a book report? Do brochures seem like a neat way for students to share research information they have learned?
Well, Publisher is the program that you will want to use. With its user friendly wizard to guide students along the way, you can’t lose.
My favorite programs to teach students are PowerPoint and MovieMaker. Most students and teachers
already have a good understanding of PowerPoint. It’s such a great way for students to present the main
ideas of a topic to their class with animation, sound, and graphics. MovieMaker is another exciting tool that
students can use to present information. I have my middle school students create documentaries on people
in history using still images, titles, credits, text overlays, effects, and music. This year, I pioneered
uncharted territories with my eighth graders in creating movies with video cameras and MovieMaker.
Students re-enacted highlights from a novel used in their language arts class to create a movie trailer. They
were amazing and students were proud to share their work with family and friends.
As teachers, time is so precious. Therefore, don’t work harder than the technology. Use programs that are available and trusted. Stay
away from fads until they prove staying power. Let the kids explore functions and make mistakes. My first year of teaching computers,
I spent hours, no, days typing step-by-step directions on how to create a multi-media presentation using PowerPoint. I’m sure many of
you veteran teachers are shaking your heads and chuckling because you know what happened next. The kids pushed them aside and
raised their hands to ask questions I had answered on my carefully developed worksheet. “But it’s on the sheet!” I wanted to cry. Save
your time and energy for running through the program and walking around the room to answer questions. Technology was meant to
simplify our lives. Let it and the kids do the work while you direct.

Council Corner
Karla Bronzynski
Hardy Reading Council
Hardy Reading Council is a treasure chest overflowing with valuable council activities. The jewel of
comprehension is reflected in Hardy's log of council meetings. The capture of sparkling gems shone
through the use of storytelling and retelling to make comprehension come alive. Charlotte Allison Blake
spoke at our first meeting in conjunction with the Story City Storytelling Festival. Her wealth of words made our understanding of
text walk off the page and into our hearts.
Our treasure chest was filled with golden coins from the wealth of words in our second meeting. We toured the printing
press in Iowa Falls, spoke with the editor, and had a presentation from the Newspaper in Education group. Using Stephanie
Harvey's Toolboxes on Comprehension allowed members to line their reading chests with more shimmering strategies on
summarizing and inferring.
In February, the warmth of a bowl of soup brought together a meeting with mythical creatures and wonder. The realm of
mythology allowed us to peer into the time of dragons. It allowed us to listen to 3 local authors/illustrators who published their
own book. The cooperative way they combined their talents, lead us into a jigsaw activity using the “Seven Keys to
Comprehension” by Chryse Hutchinson. The puzzle of comprehension is fitting together and the wealth of reading gems are
becoming extremely valuable to the classroom teacher's arsenal of attack.
Our March meeting centered on sparing the jewel we call “Earth”. Susan Sulterberg forced us to walk the plank or save our
planet via recycling and being stewards of our planet. Our evening was highlighted with a free book for our classrooms .We
discussed the treasure chest of strategies used in our classrooms on comprehension.
The most valuable of all treasures exist in what we communicate to our sparkling students. They will shine in our final
meeting with author Julia Cook. We will hear the students' stories and poems. Julia will share her words of wisdom and character
building jewels for these young writers. The end of our collection of comprehension treasures will be Hardy's Crowning Glory.
The pirate booty will shine with wisdom, shimmer with wonder, and sparkle with warm understanding.
“Ahoy, Matey. You best be making off with that booty, before you are forced to walk the plank and loose your
treasures...Sparkle and shine with the wealth of Hardy Reading!

State Committees
Awards
Sara Youngers
Budget:
Rick Bartosh and Heidi Meyer
Bylaws Policies and Procedures
Vice President: Wendy Hammerich
Creative Writing:

Poetry:
Debra Wake
Iowa Merit Council:
Brenda Nugteren

Legislative:
President of the Iowa Reading
Association
Julie Neal
Long Range Planning
Lynette Kruger, Deb Mortensen,
and Karla Bronzynski
Membership:
Lynette Kruger
Nominating:
Candace Booth

Student Membership:
Split into five quadrants:
Sandy Bahler NW Iowa
Deanna Stoube SE Iowa
Lori Vicker Central Iowa
Lynn Kilpatrick SW Iowa
Carol Duehr NE Iowa
Studies and Research:
Ed Starkenburg
Publications:
Nancy White
International Project:
Lindsey Helmers

Merit Council

Nancy Wright
State Merit Council Chair

Each year the local reading councils in the state have the opportunity to participate in Iowa Reading
Association’s Merit Council Award program. In order to be considered for the award, a council must
complete 6 required items and at least 10 optional items within 4 categories:
•
Membership
•
Program
•
Support of the Iowa Reading Association
•
Support of the International Reading Association
Councils must be in good standing, with officers who are members of the International Reading Association, as well as members
of Iowa Reading Association.
The following councils successfully completed the award program for the 2010-2011 year: Quint County Reading Council,
Midlands of Iowa Reading Council, Eastern Iowa Reading Council, Hardy Reading Council, Three Rivers Reading Council, and
Northeast Iowa Reading Council. Each council was acknowledged for Merit Council status at the April 7th Awards Banquet held
at Scheman Hall on the ISU campus in Ames. A $75 stipend was
presented to each council to cover scrapbooking supplies and postage
to mail the council notebooks to the state Merit Council Chair.
These councils should be congratulated for the contributions they
have made to improve the literacy of their students, community, and
state.
The new state chairman of the Iowa Merit Council Committee will be
Brenda Nugteren, the current Zone H Director. Brenda will distribute
2011-2012 Merit Council information to local council officers at the
June Leadership Workshop in Ames.

The winner of the authors’ chair was Chelsey
Semprini. She is a student at the University of Iowa
and is majoring in elementary education. Shown with
Chelsey is Lynette Kruger (left), Iowa Reading
Director of Membership Development.

Reading Is Fundamental
Volunteer Of The Year Award
Patty Gillespie Honored
About the award
Patty Gillespie is one of three recipients of the 2011 Anne Hazard Richardson Reading Is Fundamental Volunteer of the Year
Award.The award recognizes the work of a program coordinator and volunteers who have helped children discover the joy of
reading. "She is empathetic with her students who struggle as she once did,"
retired Council Bluffs teacher Letha Solliday, 70, wrote in a nomination letter.
"She has a master's degree in reading, but has never forgotten how difficult life
was when she couldn't read." Gillespie will be honored at a gala in Washington,
D.C., on May 25. Reading Is Fundamental, launched in 1966, is a federally
financed program that works with children, parents and volunteers. The
organization provided 4 million children with new, free books and materials last
year. The other honorees are Suzanne Fillmore of Chubbuck, Idaho, and Mary
Comfort Stevens of Nashville, Tenn.
Council Bluffs, Ia. — Mrs. Gillespie's reading classroom has nearly 400 books,
but few stories resonate with students like her own.

Iowa Reading Teacher of the Year
Marlene Reece
Marlene Reece, teacher at Eldora-New Providence School District, was chosen as the
recipient of the Reading Teacher of the Year. Marlene has 30 years experience teaching
preschool, Middle school, First grade, Third grade, Fourth grade, multi-age classrooms
and Title I plus teaching after school programs.
Marlene has been a leader and a life long learner. A co-worker stated, “She works with
each teacher to understand data and implement the resources needed to improve instruction for student in the classroom.” Marlene
creates school wide, class and individual reports to help teachers identify strengths and weaknesses. She arrives early, stays late,
and spends time on weekends working and studying strategies to help the students. Marlene is dedicated to helping each child
succeed. Colleagues stated that she is their treasure.
Marlene has been active in her local council by serving on multiple committees. She has been their corresponding secretary.
Marlene helps with the Nkungi and “Books for Second Looks” programs. She has also been an active member at the state level,
especially during the 2007 conference. Marlene helped with much of the behind the scenes work as well as the Awards’
Ceremony. Her classroom is decorated with many types of frogs and she believes “that everyone can read, sometimes it just takes
a few more hops to get there.”

!

Iowa Celebrate Literacy Award
Bette Jolliffe
Bette Jolliffe, librarian for Marathon Public Library was named the Celebrate Literacy award
winner. Bette is a true “literacy advocate”. Marathon is a small community and the library is
the heart and soul of the community.
Teachers wrote that she supports their curriculum, assists students with projects, and fosters their love of reading. A bus stop is
right in front of the library and many children get off there to spend after school time reading and renewing their minds and
bodies. (There is a gym attached which the students may use and kind townspeople donate ice cream for snacks.) Bette involves
the children in a summer reading program. She fosters citizenship through the Junior Garden Club and assists local 4-H groups.
Bette is the coordinator for a women’s study group, planning author visits, travel programs and field trips to area nature or
historical sites. She makes a paper that carries details of what is going on in the library and community and distributes it to local
businesses and places where the community gathers; keeping the community connected and informed. “With the fresh smell of
coffee, tea, and homemade pastries, Bette has encouraged the library to be a community gathering center for education, learning,
conversation, and togetherness,” said one of the nominating papers.

Iowa Service Award
Glenadean Betterton
Glenadean Betterton, retired Kindergarten teacher, from Pleasantville was named
Service Award winner. Iowa Reading has had a history of having individuals who
have dedicated their time, talents and treasure consistently year after year.
Glenadean is one of few who have been dedicated in all areas. She has served as the
local council’s president, vice-president, treasurer, secretary, membership director,
Young Author’s Celebration chair, merit book committee, and any other job that
needed to be done in the council. Servant’s heart describes this lady. She has been a
member since Three Rivers Reading Council began. Glenadean has attended so many
of the Leadership trainings that when she needed to miss a couple of years ago, the council members present had to share many
times that Glenadean had another commitment and couldn’t attend that year.
When she retired, she traveled to every school in the council to talk with administrators about Three Rivers Council. One of the
nominating papers stated that she “empowers members to use their talents to help the organization”. She reaches out to all council
members asking them to help by sharing their talents. Her daughter, Miika Busick, is the local poetry chair.
Glenadean has helped out numerous times at the state reading conference, hanging signs and helping with registration. Even
though she is retired, she continues to attend the state conferences. After attending a session at this year's conference, she was
looking forward to sharing what she learned with the kindergarten teachers in her local district. She continues to mentor and serve
our organization.

Iowa Administrator Award
Tom Kerr

Tom Kerr, principal at Boyden-Hull Elementary School was named the Administrator of the Year
for his work at the elementary school, collaborating with colleges, and in the local reading council.
Tom is the current president of Northwest Iowa Reading Council.
He has made personal goals, which are student oriented such as being in the halls, classrooms,
lunchroom, playground, and at the buses. The students know Mr. Kerr and he knows the students.
Tom has helped the school adopt a new reading curriculum and has made it possible for teachers to
work in small groups to satisfy student’s needs through PLC (Professional Learning Communities). Tom has started a local PTO
that has a book fair and reading incentive program. He has begun AR (Accelerated Reader) on the web, STAR Reading
Assessment, Read Naturally and AIMS web monitoring system. He sends staff to the Iowa Reading Conference and attends
himself to learn the latest reading strategies. He has encouraged his staff to use the Daily 5 structure. Tom coordinates teachers and
students in the pre-teaching programs at Dordt and Northwestern Colleges. Educators at the two colleges appreciate Tom’s effort in
matching teachers and students to provide a rich learning experience for all involved.

Bylaws, Policies, and Procedures Calendar
Nancy White
Newsletter Editor

MAY
•
•

Secretary term begins odd years. Past secretary is to train and mentor.
President and Executive Director set meeting dates for Board and Executive Committee
Meetings.

JUNE
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Board Retreat and Leadership
Vice-President facilitates transfer meeting and job description meeting for all Board of Directors
and the Executive Committee.
Vice-President serves as sergeant-at-arms at Delegates Assembly.
Vice-President contacts Title I Director and requests to be part of their budget for the next
conference.
Coordinator distributes the State Directory.
Zones brainstorm nominations for directors and officers.
Local Council Grant Applications available at Leadership.

JULY
•

Fiscal year begins

AUGUST
•
•
•

President-Elect and Vice-President meet with conference facilitators and President-Elect delegates
duties to the Vice-President
Treasurer submits all books and records to the auditor.
By August 15 Director of Membership communicates to local
council membership directors.

Iowa Reading Association ESEA Title I Conference
June 26-27, 2012
Iowa State Center: Scheman Building
Iowa State University
Ames, Iowa
Conference Chair: Tony Pieper
Cell Phone : 641-750-5465
Work Phone : 641-486-5371 Ext. 205
Email: tpieper@bcluw.org
Association Use Only

Tues. or Wed.

Room :

Summer Vacation:
Destination Literacy!

Iowa Reading Association
2012 Conference

Equipment:

1. Presenter Information

4. Topic Descriptor
(Please Check)

Presentation Title
Presenter’s Name
Street Address

City

Institution/School District
Home Phone (

)

State
Work Phone (

Fax (

)

Zip
)

Email

Co-presenter Name (If applicable)

Position

Street Address_________________________City _______________ State

Zip

Institution/School District ____________________________Work Phone ( )
Home Phone (

)

Fax (

)

Email

2.Description of Session Content (75 words or less for program-continue on back)

! Brain or Classroom Research
! Comprehension Instruction
! Content Area Reading
! Common Core Curriculum
! Daily Five/CAFE
! Fluency Instruction
! Legislative Awareness
! Parental Involvement
! Phonemic Awareness
! Phonics Instruction
! Professional Development
! Reading Recovery
! Technology Integration
! Vocabulary Instruction
! Writing Strategies
! Writers’ Workshop
! Other ____________________
5. Presentation Type

(Please Check)
! Demonstration
! Discussion
! Lecture

6. Audiovisual Equipment

3. Audience (Please check all that apply) ! Preschool ! Elementary ! Title I
! Middle School ! Administration ! Gifted Ed. ! Special Ed. ! High School

Please send completed proposals by January 1, 2012 to:
Tony Pieper
P.O. Box 122
Beaman, Iowa 50609
or E-mail: tpieper@bcluw.org

(Check those you will need)
! Elmo projector/screen
! Media cart/screen/VGA cable
(for own laptop)
! Microphone-corded*
! Overhead projector/screen*
! Slide projector/screen*
! Video projector/screen
* Included in room

