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Greetings literacy leaders! After just attending the annual Iowa Reading Conference, I feel affirmed about
my beliefs, revitalized with many new ideas, and challenged to share with others. I feel so very lucky to
have had the opportunity to attend many informative sessions that will help me refine my literacy
teaching. Tracey Burgus organized a great lineup of keynote speakers, Iowa authors, and literacy leaders
from schools and colleges across the great state of Iowa. I was honored that he allowed me to assist him and I wish him luck in his
new venture. In addition, I met many great people who share the common goal of promoting lifelong literacy learning and
leadership through educational programs in their local councils.
Thanks and kudos to Lindsey Helmers, our new Past President, who has been an inspiration to me with her enthusiasm and
dedication to making the Iowa Reading Association a useful resource for others. Julie Neal, our President-Elect, has already begun
a great lineup for next yearÕs conference---Reading: Discovering Literacy Treasures.
During my year as President of the Iowa Reading Association, I hope to be a resource to many of you. In June, I am looking
forward to renewing friendships at the Leadership Conference in Ames---I hope to see many of you there. I also welcome
opportunities to hear from you and to visit your local council meetings if my schedule permits. As I hail from the most eastern part
of our great state, I am open to summer invitations for councils more than an hour from Dubuque.
Throughout this next year, I hope you will consider personally taking on the challenges I have set for myself. I challenge you to
continue to model a love of literacy to your students as a tool to motivate them to become life-long learners. I challenge you to
become a literacy leader in your school as you continue to learn about best practices in literacy instruction. And lastly, I challenge
you to share your literacy learning not only in a local reading council but also at your school.
May you find many literacy treasures not only for personal enjoyment but also for sharing with students during the coming year.

Ahoy Mateys! We look forward to meeting you at
Summer L eader ship!
June 17-18, 2010
The Hotel at Gateway Center, Ames, IA
Hotel/mileage/meals provided for councils.
No cost to participants. Lots of prizes and information.
Time for local council planning!
Invitations will be sent. Please RSVP so further plans can be made.
Questions? Contact Deb Mortensen, State Coordinator
dndmort@evertek.net
Reading: Discover ing L iter acy Tr easur es

